
First Presbyterian Church
Service for the Lord's Day

4th Sunday of Easter

April 17, 2016                                                                         10:00 a.m.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME
  
  Gathering Music 
  Concerns of the Church
  Prelude      “Brother James' Air”       arr. Wright

  Call to Worship          Revelation 7:12
Alleluia, Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Blessing and honor is yours, O God. 

Glory to God forever. Alleluia!

* Hymn 801 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
Ushers will collect prayer request cards from the center aisle.

* Call to Confession
* Prayer of Confession

Almighty and merciful God,
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.

We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts.

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done;
   and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Restore us according to your promises declared to the world

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
And grant, O merciful God, for his sake,

that we may live a holy, just, and humble life
to the glory of your holy name.

* Silent Confession
* Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace

* Easter Response (240)
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.

  Special Music  “Do You Know Your Shepherd’s Voice?”      Suzanne Lord
  

PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

  Prayer for Illumination
  Epistle Lesson: Revelation 7:9-17 (NT, p. 249)
  Gospel Lesson: John 10:22-30 (NT, p. 104)

  A Time with Children

  Psalter: Psalm 23 (Hymnal 473)
  Sermon: “Nagging Grace”                Rev. Carter

RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

* Hymn 802 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
* Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed (Hymnal, p. 35)
 
  Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer

  Offering
  Offertory             “Resignation”         arr. Wood
* Doxology
* Prayer of Dedication

GO IN GOD'S NAME

* Hymn 187 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
* Charge and Benediction
* Postlude        “Lobe den Herren”                           arr. Leavitt
---------------------------------------------
 * All who are able shall stand.



Do you know your Shepherd’s voice?

Do you know your Shepherd’s voice? Are you listening with your heart?
Have you stopped to hear Him calling, felt the peace His words impart?

As the world shouts its orders that are easiest to hear,
Won’t you draw away and listen to your Shepherd standing near?

Do you know your Shepherd’s voice? Are you listening with your heart?
Have you stopped to hear Him calling, felt the peace His words impart?

The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside quiet waters and He restores my soul!

Do you know your Shepherd’s voice? Are you listening with your heart?
Have you stopped to hear Him calling, felt the peace His words impart?

Are you listening to your Shepherd? Are you listening to your Shepherd?
Are you listening? Do you know your Shepherd’s voice?

The flowers this morning have been given by Jeanne Comly to the glory of 
God and in loving memory of her husband, Dave. 
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Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out
in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is 
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood 
around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 
robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, 
“Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These 
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and 
worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is 
seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more,
and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of 
life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in 
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in
the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are 

the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, 
and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong 
to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given 
me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 
Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”

Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still
waters;

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s 
sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
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