
First Presbyterian Church 

Service for the Lord's Day 
Easter Sunday 

 
April 4, 2021                             10:00 a.m. 
 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME 
   

  Words of Welcome 
 

  Prelude    “The Trumpet Shall Sound”    Handel arr. L. Smith 
 
  Call to Worship                         from Isaiah 25:6-9 

It will be said on that day: we have waited for the Lord, 
that he might save us. 

 This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
 Let us be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation! 
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

* Hymn 232    “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 

1  Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

3  But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured. Alleluia! 

 Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

4  Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as God's love. Alleluia! 
 Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

* Call to Confession 
* Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, 
 you shattered the power of sin and death. 
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, 

 bound by the ways that lead to death. 
We overlook the poor and the hungry,  
 and pass by those who mourn; 

we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, 
 and indifferent to calls for peace. 

Forgive us, God of mercy. 
Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, 
 that we may know the joy of life abundant 

 given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  
 

* Silent Confession 
* Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace 
* Easter Response 587  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 
PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 

 
  Prayer for Illumination 

 
  Gospel Lesson: Mark 16:1-8 

 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they 
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 
alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just 
as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 
  A Time with Children 
 

  Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For 
since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own 
order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the 
end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and 
every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 
  Sermon: "Easter in the Future Tense"                         Rev. Carter 
 

 
RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 
  Hymn 231   "Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers" 

 

1  Christ has risen while earth slumbers; Christ has risen where hope died, 
 as he said and as he promised, as we doubted and denied. 

 Let the moon embrace the blessing; let the sun sustain the cheer; 
 let the world confirm the rumor: Christ is risen, God is here! 
 

2  Christ has risen for the people  whom he died to love and save; 

 Christ has risen for the women  bringing flowers to grace his grave. 
 Christ has risen for disciples huddled in an upstairs room. 
  He whose word inspired creation can’t be silenced by the tomb. 
 

3  Christ has risen and forever  lives to challenge and to change 

 all whose lives are messed or mangled, all who find religion strange. 
 Christ is risen, Christ is present making us what he has been: 

  evidence of transformation in which God is known and seen. 
   
 



Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  
 of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
  Offering 

  Offertory                “Christ is Alive”                            arr. Mary McDonald 
 

  The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
  The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
  Prayers of the People  
 
 

GO IN GOD'S NAME 
 

  Hymn 248    "Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna! 
 

1  Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days! 
 Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 

 In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
 Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 
 

2  Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 
 Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare. 

 Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend. 
 Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end. 
 

3  Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. 

 Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 
 Tell its grim, demonic chorus: "Christ is risen! Get you gone!"' 
 God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone! 

 
  Charge and Benediction 

 
  Postlude      “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                arr. Mary McDonald 
 
 



Words from the public domain hymns are from Glory to God. Used by permission. 

587 Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, 

OR 97213. English Trans. © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-

721445. All rights reserved. 

231 Text © 1988 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Music Arr. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-721445. 

All rights reserved. 

248 Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE A-721445. All rights reserved. 

The WORSHIPcast Streaming and Retransmitting License provided by Christian Copyright Solutions. 
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Church Family Announcements 
 

Thank you for joining us for our 10:00 Virtual Worship Service. We’re happy you tuned 
in, hope that you will find our time together enriching, and look forward to the day we can 

worship together once again.   
 
Next Sunday is our Holy Humor worship service on Sunday, April 11 at 10:00 a.m.  If 

there was ever a year when we needed it, this is it.   
 

The Presbyterian Woman's Association is collecting BRAND NEW SOCKS for residents of 
Clarks Summit State Hospital (for both men and women).  Socks will be delivered next 
week. A box has been placed in the Narthex for your donations.  

 
Study with us during Lent (and 2 weeks beyond)  Rev. Carter will lead the two remaining 
lessons of the morning Bible study, “Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament,” at 10 a.m. on April 14 and 21. It will be held live on Zoom, with a small group 

meeting simultaneously in Room 206. Would you like to be physically present? Contact the 
church office (586-6306) to make a reservation. Masks and safety rules apply!  

Note:  there will be no lesson on April 7. 

http://www.fpccs.org/


Have you had your shots?  A growing number of folks in our church family have 

received their vaccinations for covid-19. Bravo! 
 

If you have received the appropriate vaccines and wish to return to the sanctuary for 
worship, we cordially invite you to contact our office and make a reservation. We also 
welcome children who have returned to school. 

 
Because the corona virus continues to be contagious, we ask all who attend to wear masks, 

keep appropriate distances, and refrain from singing. We look forward to the day when ALL 
of us can be back together. That day is coming. In the meantime, we will respect one 
another and do what is safe for all. 

 
 

CAMP LACKAWANNA INFORMATION 
 
Summer Camp 2021 Registration is open! Head on over to camp 

lackawanna.org to see what programs are being offered this summer and to 
register your children for camp!  Family Camp registration is also open!  
 

Our church provides scholarships for all young people who want to go. 
Check with Jana Schillinger for details. 

 
DATES            CAMP                AGE GROUP 
June 24-27      Family Camp              All Ages 

June 28-30  Mini Camp       Ages 6-10 
July 4-10         Wet n’ Wild       Ages 7-16 

July 11-17      Music, Arts and Drama     Ages 7-16 
July 11-24       JH/SR 2-week       Completed grades 6-11 
July 18-24       Adventure Camp      Completed grades 6-10 

July 25-31       Night Owls       Completed grades 3-10 
August 1-7      Camp Olympics      Ages 7-16 
 

Camp Lackawanna is actively seeking staff for Summer Camp. In 
addition to Counselors, a Cook is also needed. Applications can be filled out 

at www.camplackawanna.org 
 

 

Our building is bustling -- one person at a time! Feel free to read a book or check out a 
DVD from our church library, pray or play the piano in the sanctuary, or have a free cup of 
coffee with the pastor (who will keep six feet away). No groups, please, but Masked 

Individuals are welcome in limited numbers whenever the building is open. Stir-Crazy 
People are especially invited. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://camplackawanna.org/
http://camplackawanna.org/
http://www.camplackawanna.org/
https://fpccs.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f30745679b89acab4ef5bc7b&id=0945e12447&e=e84d65ecaa
https://fpccs.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f30745679b89acab4ef5bc7b&id=0945e12447&e=e84d65ecaa
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