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The My Brothers’ Keeper Quilting 
group will hold its annual Sewing 
Workshop to make quilts for the home-
less on March 10 from 10AM to 2PM 
in Fellowship Hall. This event is open 
to anyone interested in helping us.  
Please bring a lunch; soup will be pro-
vided. No experience necessary. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward before 
going to bed on Saturday, March 7. 

Special Worship for Lent 
 
We invite you to worship with us through the forty days leading up to Easter (April 5). Here are some 
of the very special moments that we are planning: 
 
Sunday, March 1 at 10:00a.m.  - Psalm Festival with special guest Beth Tanner, professor of Old 
Testament at New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
 

Sunday, March 8 at 4:00 p.m.  - The Mending: a service of healing with a jazz beat. This month’s 
theme: “Blues for Lent” 
 

Sunday, March 29 at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  - Palm Sunday celebration, marking the beginning of 
Holy Week.  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7:30 p.m.  - A service of Holy Communion and Tenebrae, marking 
the Last Supper with Jesus 
 

Good Friday, April 3, at 12:00 noon  - Community-wide observance of the Passion of Christ from 
noon until 1:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  - We celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus with joyful music 
and the Lord’s Supper 
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The Presbyter deadline for  
The April issue is 
March 13, 2015 

 
——— 

     The Presbyter is a monthly newsletter of the First 
Presbyterian Church, 300 School Street, Clarks 
Summit, PA  18411. 
     All visitors are welcome to worship with us.  
Worship services are held on Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m.  Child care is available.  Communion is 
observed the first Sunday of every month.    
      If you do not attend a church in this area, we 
invite you to any and all of the events, programs,  and 
worship services described in this newsletter.  Please 
call the church office to arrange child care. Our 
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are both handicapped 
accessible. 
 
Church Office                      (570) 586-6306 
Fax                                                     (570) 587-3784 
Web Page                                          www.fpccs.org 
Pastor                                             William G. Carter  
Director Educational Ministry                    Tina Ide 
Administrative Assistant                    Nancy Owens 
Treasurer                                          Wayne Griffiths 
Editor                                                  Lindsey Hardy  
Clerk of Session                                  Beverly Bright 
Director of Adult  & Teen Choirs         Susan Kelly 
Director of Bells                            Richard Cochrane 
Director of Chapel Choir                    Kay Ten Eyck 
Organist                                                Kay Ten Eyck 
Sexton                                                     John Conklin 

Notes from the Session Meeting on February 10 , 2015 
Beverly Bright, Clerk of Session 
 
1.  Palm Sunday and Easter Services will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:00 a.m.  
2.  Committee chairs updated each other on their work and 
needs that they have.  Also, heard that the Deacons are in the 
process of sending shoeboxes of goodies to college students.    
3.  Session will hold their March meeting on Tuesday, March 
10, 2015.  

 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE 
FOR JANUARY 2015 

 
REVENUE 
 
Budget    $  32,892 
Actual Received      31,234 
Difference   $  (1,658) 
     ======== 
EXPENSES 
 
Budget    $ 34,313 
Actual Expenses                        28,993 
Difference   $ ( 5,320) 
    ========       
2015 BUDGET     
Projected Deficit  $   (1,421) 
Actual Profit   $    2,240 
 
PLEDGE  INCOME 
 
2015 Budget   $  26,667 
Received       28,573 
Difference   $    1,906 
 
Per Capita Update: 
Received to Date   $    1,205 
 

Per Capita assessment for 2015 is $30 per member 

2014 year-end pledge statements were mailed 
the first week of February.  If you haven’t 
received yours by now, please call the church 
office (570-586-6306). 
 
THANK YOU for your generous support of our 
church and its work. It is a testimony to the 
presence of Christ among us! 

World Day of Prayer takes place both locally and 
internationally on March 6. In Clarks Summit, we 
will host local churches in our Fellowship Hall.   
 
Registration and refreshments will begin at 9:30 
a.m., with the program by the Rev. Rebecca Tanner 
starting at 10:00 a.m.  We will add our voices to 
those of the women of The Bahamas in prayer and 
song to support ecumenical efforts toward justice, 
peace, healing and wholeness.  
 
The annual offering supports the work of World Day 
of Prayer USA and helps meet the needs of families 
in The Bahamas and around the world who are 
victims of many forms of poverty, violence and 
injustice.  The event will conclude with a lunch of 
Bahamian foods. 
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From the Pastor 
William G. Carter 

Fifty years ago this month, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and his colleagues led three voter registration 
marches from Selma, Alabama. They were based on the biblical truth that all people are created in the image 
of God, a truth that is still challenged by racism and intolerance. 
 
The first march was stopped at the Edmund Pettus Bridge, a Selma structure named after a Confederate 
general and Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan. On March 7, 1965, six hundred American citizens began a 
march to Montgomery over that bridge to protest their systematic exclusion from the voting booth. Because 
their skin was black, they were stopped by Sheriff Joe Clark and a brutal deputized posse. They were beaten 
on national television. The event was called “Bloody Sunday,” and may have been the singular event that 
drew compassionate bystanders into the struggle for equal rights. 
 
I walked that bridge on February 8 of this year. 
During a quick trip to that region, there was a 
brief window of time, so I drove to Selma as a 
personal pilgrimage. The drive from Montgomery 
was haunting. Beginning from a downtown 
“warehouse” where African slaves had once been 
kept and sold, I traveled through miles of former 
plantations.  I read historical markers where the 
civil rights marchers camped during the third and 
largest march. I paused to pray where a white 
woman was murdered by four KKK members, one 
of them an informant for the FBI. 
 
Parking at the foot of the bridge, I stood for a moment before monuments remembering those killed in the 
struggle for civil rights. Then I walked in Dr. King’s footsteps, praying, “Lord, have mercy” with every pace.     
It was one of the most moving moments of my life. 
 
It was good preparation for Lent, the season in which we find ourselves. As a person whose skin color has 
provided many privileges, I have also lived with many blind spots. I have rarely paid attention when others 
were forced to wait in lines while I was whisked through. I have been silent while others have been 
mistreated. I have not stood with those who continue to be excluded because of how God created them. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
As a nation, we will certainly revisit the events of fifty years ago. Let us resist the lie that there are equal 
opportunities for all. That is simply not true. Obstructions continue to be placed in front of some, simply 
because they are different. Religions are twisted beyond recognition by those possessed with the demons of 
hatred. Sadly, disrespect is the order of the day. We must stand up for the God who creates every person 
with dignity. We must walk with all of God’s children. 
 
As those who follow Jesus, the prophet and savior, let us risk our lives for the sake of those still oppressed. 
This, for us, is what it means to bear the cross and follow the Christ. 
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Wednesday Supper Reservations 

Light Supper is served before The Way classes from 5:15‐6:10 for those with reservations. 

Suggested donation: $3 per person. 

Please return reservation slips no later than Monday.  Slips can be placed in the basket near the phone in 
the kitchen or in the offering plate.  You may also call the church office to make reservations. 

THE WAY 

The Wednesday Adults and Youth Christian Education 

“I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE” 

Supper, 5:15  *  Gathering Time, 6:10  *  Classes for all ages, 6:15 

Spark (Newborn - 3 year old) enjoy Bible stories, songs and games in the nursery with teachers Laura Schillinger and 
our Sunday caregivers. In March our children will explore stories of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42), Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19:1-10), Last Supper (John 13:1-20), and Holy Week (Luke 19:28-40; 22:14-23:56). 
  
Power Xpress (4 year old - Grade 5) Are divided into two ages groups and experience Bible stories through interactive 
rotation classes. March 4 and 11: Who is Jesus? (Luke 9:18-21; Matthew 16:13-17; Mark 8:27-29). As Christians, we 
believe the Bible gives many examples to help people discover that Jesus is the Messiah, the special one sent by God. 
March 18 and 25: The Lord's Supper (Luke 22:1-20; Matthew 26:17-30). Jesus gave his disciples, and us, a way to 
remember him and all that he taught us.  
  
We Believe: The Story of God’s Faithfulness (Grades 6-8) Room 209 with Jana Schillinger and Dick Cochrane.  
Using We Believe: The Story of God’s Faithfulness, our Middle School Class will spend the year digging deeper into the 
Old Testament, learning and experiencing how God revealed himself to the Hebrew people.  March journeys into 
Wisdom Literature (Proverbs 4; 6:1-11; 10; 22; 30:29-31), Job’s Story (Job 1-2; 32; 42), and the stories of Holy Week 
and Easter (Zechariah 12:10, Luke 22-24). 
  
PresbyYouth (Grades 9-12; college age adults) Room 111 with Charlie Pinches and Darlene Scappatura. 
PresbyYouth’s Resurrection and Revelation unit challenges students to dig deeper in their understanding of the 
resurrection and examines the book of Revelation as statement of faith.  The conversation begins with a look at Jesus' 
Resurrection in Reformed Theology (Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; Matthew 28:1-20), Faith Not Proof (John 20-21),  
Resurrection, Resuscitation, Reincarnation (Acts 2:32-36; Romans 1:3-4; 1 Corinthians 15:12-26), God's Reign In Our 
Midst (Matthew 27:62-66; Matthew 28:11-15), and The Kingdom Yet To Come (Matthew 24:3-36; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 
21:5-36). 
  
Coming Home To God Room 206. March 4-25: Repentance, Renewal and Redemption. Rev. James Martin leads us into 
a Lenten journey focusing on Scriptures that reveal themes of repentance, renewal and redemption and what they mean 
for our life as members of the Body of Christ in the this world. 
  
Faith and Life Room 210. March 4-25: Disciplines for the Spirit: Rev. Bill Carter and friends will explore the invitation 
of Jesus to live generously, to pray “in the closet,”  and to fast in a culture obsessed  with consumption . Each week we 
will unpack another aspect of Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:1-21.  

Walking Through Holy Week - Join us Wednesday, April 1, as we gather together as a church family to 
celebrate and remember the events leading up to Christ’s death and resurrection. 
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Dinners for The WAY 
 
If you would like to help in some capacity in preparing meals for our Wednes-
day evening program, please give me a call. It can be as simple as putting a 
salad together, making a dessert, setting up the drink station, or preparing a 
simple entree such as chili, sloppy joes, soup, sandwiches. Reimbursements 
are available for any expenses you may incur.   
 
Can you help? Give me a call: Janet Dobson (570-563-1887)  

Chapel Choir Notes  
 
The weather outside might be frightful but the music the Chapel Choir makes is so delightful!  
 
For March we will sing a Lenten anthem as well as ring chimes for the prelude. Our April anthem is 
a Global Music anthem and for May we have a little humor involving Noah and the ark.  
 
We were delighted to find out that Kate Glidewell, the Abington Heights Senior who directed our 
choir last year for her Senior Project, will portray Belle in the school's production of "Beauty and the 
Beast." We are making arrangements to attend the musical as a group.   
 
The Chapel Choir welcomes children in Kindergarten through 6th grade. We begin at 5:00 with a 
light supper and rehearse from 5:30 to 6:10 on Wednesday evenings.   

All high school graduating members of our church are 
encouraged to apply. The application can be 
downloaded from the church's website and either left in 
the office or mailed to Janet Dobson, 105 Center Lane, 
North Abington Twp. PA 18414  

PAUL R. DOBSON SCHOLARSHIP 
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Board of Deacons 

Care Team Ministry Coordinators are:   
Independent & Assisted Living:      Sara Ann Hosier  587-0371  

Emergency Needs:    Jo Conklin 563-0211 

Time of Loss:           TBD 

Emergency Home Repair/         

     Maintenance:           John Conklin        563-0211 

     Please let the Board of Deacons Care Team Coordinators or the church office know if 
anyone is in need of care.  

     We’re here to care for FPC members and friends and we count on all of you to let us 
know when help is needed. This is our ministry and our Christian privilege to care for you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be reading The Invention 
of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd for 
March. Inspired by the true story of 
early-nineteenth-century abolition-
ist and suffragist Sarah Grimké, 
Kidd paints a moving portrait of two 
women inextricably linked by the 
horrors of slavery. Sarah, daughter 
of a wealthy South Carolina planta-
tion owner, exhibits an independ-
ent spirit and strong belief in the 
equality of all. Thwarted from her 
dreams of becoming a lawyer, she 
struggles throughout life to find an 
outlet for her convictions. Handful, 
a slave in the Grimké household, 
displays a sharp intellect and 
brave, rebellious disposition. She 
maintains a compliant exterior, 
while planning for a brighter fu-
ture.  Join us on March 26th at 
Linda Schuller's home for a time of 
discussion and fellowship.   
   
 
 
 
 
  Events that rock our lives—death, 
divorce, illness, unemployment—
are like personal earthquakes. In  

 
the face of such earthquakes, Je-
sus tells us to "Come to me, all you 
that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest" (Matthew 11:28). By walking 
alongside people during difficult 
times, Stephen Ministers help peo-
ple endure their earthquakes while 
holding on to Christ. Our Stephen 
Ministers are ready to help you 
through your personal earth-
quakes.  Contact our Stephen 
Leaders John Conklin, Judy Cutler, 
or Rev. Bill Carter if you would like 
more information or if you think you 
would like a Stephen Minister to 
walk beside you as you navigate 
through difficult times.  
 

 

 

Bethel Homeless Shelter Needs 

Look for a sign up sheet located by 
the food box to donate home-
baked breakfast or snack 
items.  Home-baked good will be 
delivered on Monday and Friday 
nights. Questions? Call Melba 
Fialko (570-586-2563).  

 

 

 

2015 Flower Calendar 

The 2015 Flower Calendar has 
several open Sundays remaining 
for next year.  If you would like to 
place flowers in the sanctuary for a 
worship service, please write your 
name on the calendar hanging 
next to Rev. Bill’s office.  You will 
be contacted with and for further 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) kicks off during Lent. We 
met and surpassed our $5,000 
goal last year so this year's goal is 
$6,000. Look for bulletin inserts on 
subject and minutes for OGHS. 
Please give generously.  

Feeling Blue? 
 

Join us  for The Mending,  
a contemplative service with 
prayers for healing, set in the 

context of jazz vespers.  
The Lord’s Supper will be offered .  

 
The next Mending service will be 
Sunday, March 8 at 4:00 p.m.  

in the sanctuary.  
All are welcome! 



The Presbyter                                                                                                                                       Page   7 

 



Page 8                                                                                                                                           The Presbyter 

 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 

Flowers are $8 each.  Please indicate below how many plants you desire. 

*Lilies  ___________    Tulips ___________               Mums ____________ 

Total Number of plants _____________      Total cash/checks enclosed ______________ 

(Checks are payable to “First Presbyterian Church”) 

Name _________________________________________ 

Phone # ___________________ 

Dedication for bulletin insert 

In Honor of:___________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:_________________________________________________ 

  [  ]  Please deliver my plant to someone who will enjoy it 

  [  ]  I will pick up my plant following worship on Easter 

Deadline to order is March 6th 

*Lilies are de‐pollinized  

Arts at FPC: Piano-Organ Duo + Marywood Chamber Singers  
Sunday, March 29, 2015 • 4:00 pm 

 
The first half of this program will include piano-organ duets performed by two 
virtuosos on their instruments – Rick Hoffenberg on piano and Mark Laubach 
on organ. Mr. Laubach last played at the church fifteen years ago when we 
celebrated the renovations we made to our organ and sanctuary. 
 
The second half will feature the Marywood University Chamber Singers, a se-

lect group of vocalists from Marywood University. The ensemble is directed by Dr. Hoffenberg, an Associate 
Professor at Marywood University, where he serves as Director of Choral Activities and Coordinator of Vocal 
and Keyboard Studies. The group’s repertoire encompasses accompanied and a cappella repertoire ranging 
from masterworks of the Renaissance through world premieres by living composers, as well as vocal jazz. 
  
Dr. Hoffenberg has spent the past 15 summers at Chautauqua Opera, where he is a pianist, coach, and as-
sistant conductor on the music staff. 
  
Mark Laubach is the "dean" of local organists. Since January 1986 he has served as Organist and Choir-
master of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Wilkes-Barre, where he ad-
ministers an active liturgical and choral music program, concert series, 
and Music from St. Stephen’s, a radio broadcast heard weekly on WVIA-
FM Public Radio. Since winning first prize in the 1984 American Guild of 
Organists (AGO) National Competition, Mark has performed in many of 
the most prominent churches and concert halls in the USA, and in Great 
Britain and Germany. Canon Laubach teaches organ students privately 
and at Marywood University in Scranton. 
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Mission and Justice Committee News  

Earth Care Information 
Springtime is often clean-up time.  Here is some information regarding disposal of special items. 
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) consists of wastes produced in our homes that are hazardous in 
nature, but are not regulated as hazardous waste, under federal and state laws.  Each person in PA 
produces an average of 4 pounds of HHW each year or about 25,000 tons/yr. statewide.  If not managed 
properly, HHW can cause environmental and public health hazards.  HHW includes: oil-based paint, stains, 
varnish, paint thinner, shellac, antifreeze, gasoline motor oil, pool chemicals,  pesticides, weed killers, 
caulking compounds, septic tank degreasers, mothballs, oven/rug/wood/metal cleaners, toilet bowl 
cleaners, fire extinguishers, rechargeable batteries, CFLs, mercury-bearing thermostats/thermometers, and 
propane cylinders (20 lbs or less). Latex paint is not hazardous; to properly dispose, take lid off, add kitty 
litter, and allow to dry completely (to a solid).  Many PA counties offer HHW collection events or ongoing 
collection programs. Electronics waste is also accepted at some HHW collection events/programs.  For 
more info, go to Dept. of Environmental Protection’s website and type “HHW” as the keyword or contact 
Lackawanna County Recycling Center at 570-963-2017. 
 
Eco Palms 
The Eco-Palms program protects forests and local jobs and provides sustainable livelihoods. With the work 
of various ecumenical partners, Bryce Wiebe, mission associate with the Presbyterian Hunger Program 
estimates that nearly $1 million is infused in participating communities. The ecofriendly fronds  come from 
communities in Mexico and Guatemala, and workers receive fair wages for practicing sustainable 
harvesting that protects the local ecosystem. It provides a stable source of income for families. The annual 
Palm Sunday premium has provided scholarships for elementary school children who would not otherwise 
have attended school and has helped young women to attend college. It has also provided jobs that did not 
exist previously for women in the communities. Wiebe estimates more than 300 million palm fronds are 
harvested each year for U.S. consumption alone. Last year, 974 Presbyterian congregations participated in 
the Eco-Palms program.  

STATE HOSPITAL LUNCHEON  
APRIL 7th, NOON  

 
Twice a year, it is our privilege to host some residents of Clarks Summit State Hospital to lunch 
in Fellowship Hall.  After a nice hot lunch, there are activities such as games, crafts, music, a 
story, or some other entertainment.  Congregation members are invited to join in this luncheon, 
chatting with our guests during lunch, assisting with the activity, etc.   
 
Please join us for lunch with our guests.  All women are welcome as well as men.  If you have 
never attended and want to know more about the afternoon, please don't hesitate in calling Janet 
Dobson @570-563-1887.  
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Joys and Sorrows  Lectionary  
 Readings 

March 1 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-
31, Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
 
March 8 – 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corin-
thians 1:18-25, John 2:13-22 
 
March 15 -- 4th Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-
22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
 
March 22 – 5th Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12, 
Psalm 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; 
John 12:20-33 
 
March 29 – Palm / Passion Sunday 
Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16; 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4-
9a, Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-
11; Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 
(40-47). 

Thank you to all who participated in the Souper Bowl of 
Sharing collection on Superbowl Sunday. A total of $405 
was donated to AEM Food Pantry!  

Help is needed in securing ad-
dresses for our college students for 
the purpose of a special mailing.  
Please notify the church office of 
your college student’s current mail-
ing address by calling 570-586-6306 
or emailing office@fpccs.org. 

The Nominating Team is begin-
ning its work of searching for 
members to serve as elders and 
deacons for the Class of 2018. 
Nomination forms have been 
placed in the narthex and are 
available on the web site for your 
use in making suggestions.  If you 
have questions, please speak with 
Steve Selige. 
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