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Our Session requires masks for all worship services, meetings, and group 
events in the church building. Temperature checks will continue at 
church gatherings, and social distancing will be encouraged. We believe 
in the effectiveness of  the covid-19 vaccinations and urge everybody to 
get vaccinated against covid-19. 

 
If  all of  us can choose restraint and pursue public health, we have a better chance for stop-
ping the spread of  the virus and its variants.  In the words of  St. Paul - 
 
"Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 
For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, 'You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.'” (Galatians 5:13-14) 

The Presbyter 
            February 2022 
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7DEOH�RI�&RQWHQWV FPCCS Annual Meeting 
 
The Annual Meeting of the  
Congregation and Corporation of First 
Presbyterian Church of Clarks Summit 
will be held following worship on  
Sunday, February 13, 2022. 
 
The meeting will take place live in the 
sanctuary and on the online platform 
ZOOM. Check our website for the link 
to participate from home. Printed copies 
of the annual report will be available 
from the office by February 2.  A PDF 
version will be sent to our e-mail list. 

Rescheduled: "Music 
for Midwinter" 

 
Sunday, February 6, 2022 
4:00 pm 
Nathaniel Worrell, piano; Mike Carbone, soprano sax; 
with Bill Carter, piano 

 
Nathaniel Worrell offers a dazzling 
program of classical piano music. 
 
Mike Carbone presents a set of cham-
ber music for soprano saxophone, ac-
companied by pianist Bill Carter. 
 

The concert will take place live in the 
sanctuary and will be live-streamed for 
all to enjoy from a distance (or at a later 
date if you wish).  The link will be post-
ed on our church’s website 
(www.fpccs.org).  One way or anoth-
er, we hope you can join us! 
 

There is no admission charge for this 
event, but a free-will offering will be taken. For more 
information, call the church office at 570-586-6306. 

Weary of  winter?  We have the cure! 

February can be a dreary month, especially as a 
pandemic stretches on. Fortunately, some of our 
favorite musical friends will be in worship to lead a 
Mardi Gras Sunday on February 27 at 10:00 am. 

Music will be provided by the South Abington 
Stompers, an outstanding jazz band of dubious 
reputation.  

We welcome Jeff “Sweet Baby” Leas on trumpet, 
Tony “Big Foot” Marino on bass, Tyler “Don’t 
Wake the Baby” Dempsey on drums, and Notorious 
M. C. on the straight soprano sax. They have 
graciously asked our pastor to sit in at the piano (if 
he doesn’t preach too long). 

It’s a morning of swinging fun, planned to defrost icy 
hearts. Join us in person - or tune in online. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Worship every Sunday, 10 a.m., Sanctuary and on-line 
 

Board and Committee Meetings 
Session Meeting—Tuesday, March 8, 7 p.m., Session room (206) 
Board of Deacons—Tuesday, February 22, 7 p.m., Session room (206) 
 
Building and Grounds—Thursday, February 3, 7 p.m., room 209 
Christian Education—Thursday, February 3, 7 p.m., room 206 
Mission and Justice—Tuesday, February 1, 7:30 p.m., room 206 
Worship, Music, Arts— - Thursday, February 3, 7 p.m., ZOOM 
 

Service/Study/Fellowship Gatherings 
 

The Way meets each Wednesday 
Classes (currently for adults only) begin at 6:00 p.m. (see page 5 for details) 

Adult Choir—7:15 p.m., Sanctuary; Bell Choir—8:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
 
Confirmation—each Sunday, 11:15 a.m., Room 206 
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study—Thursday, February 3 and 17, 8:30 a.m. Room 206 
My Brother’s Keeper Quilters—February 3 (Th), 8 (Tu), 17 (Th), 22 (Tu), 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Prayer and Share—each Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., Room 209  
Women’s Circle Bible Study and FPC Book Group are not meeting at this time. 
 

Support Groups 
Many of our support groups are resuming in-person meetings.  The schedule is below. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meets each morning at 7 AM in Room 206. 
AlAnon meets on Wednesdays at 8 p.m.  and Thursdays at 7 p.m. in Room 206. 
Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets in room 210 : Sundays at 3 p.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m.,   
 Thursdays at 9:30 a.m., Saturdays at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Next Presbyter Deadline is February 11 
Anticipated mailing Date – February 23, 9 a.m., room 205 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, February 21 in observance of Presidents’ Day. 

We are pleased to welcome Andrew Barren as our Audio/Video Technician.  
Please welcome him as he provides support for our sound, video, and 
livestreaming work. 
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 ���:ŽǇƐ�    ^ŽƌƌŽǁƐ   WƌĂǇĞƌƐ 

1 Jan Thyren 
2 Jeff McLaughlin 
4 JoAnn Hall 
6 Chris Shane 
 Steven Sloneker 
7 Jonathan Schillinger 
10 SaraAnn Hosier 
 Tabbi Miller-Scandle 
17 Holly Shane 
19 Melba Fialko 
21 Rev. Bill Carter 
25 Erika Adams 
 Victoria Jeschke 
 Susan Kelly 
 Thomas Heinze 
26 Jeneane Adams 
 David Moore 
 Diane Smith 
28 Diane Cole 
 Gayle Hamilton 

>ĞĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ� 
�ZĞĂĚŝŶŐƐ 

February 6 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 6:1-8(9-13) and Psalm 138 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
 
February 13 - 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 and Psalm 1; 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Like 6:17-26 
 
February 20 - 7th Sunday after Epiphany 
Genesis 45:3-11,15 and Psalm 37:1-11,39-40 
1 Corinthians 15::35-38,42-50; Luke 6:27-38 
 
February 27 - Transfiguration of the Lord 
Exodus 34:29-35 and Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36(37-43a) 

Flower Sign Up 

6WDUW�WKH�QHZ�\HDU�E\�KRQRULQJ�ORYHG�RQHV��FHOH�

EUDWLRQV��DQG�IDPLO\�HYHQWV�ZLWK�D�VSHFLDO�IORUDO�

DUUDQJHPHQW�WR�PDUN�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�� 

 

$�VLJQ-XS�VKHHW�LV�SRVWHG�RQ�WKH�EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG�LQ�

WKH�KDOO�QH[W�WR�5HY��&DUWHU¶V�RIILFH� 

The Music, Worship and Arts Committee 
wants to thank all the wonderful people that helped 
to decorate and un-decorate our sanctuary for Advent 
and Christmas this year!!!  Thanks to:  Bev Bright, Bill 
Carter, John Conklin, Judy Cutler, John Diven, Janet 
Dobson, Don Gross, Andy and Donna Kepler, Nan-
cy Owens, Jack and Barbara Pittman, Robin Pinches, 
Jim and Jan Thyren, John and Connie Weiss, and Ka-
ren White.  The sanctuary looked beautiful, and we all 
had a lot of fun doing it!   
            Jan Thyren 
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P�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�MR\� 

$�VWUDQJH�WRSLF��SHUKDSV��1R�RQH�DERYH�WKH�DJH�RI�HLJKWHHQ�ORRNV�RXW�WKH�
ZLQGRZ�WR�H[FODLP���<LSSHH��$QRWKHU�VQRZ�VWRUP���/LNHZLVH��WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�UHVSRQVHV�WR�D�
OLQJHULQJ�SDQGHPLF�DUH�HLWKHU��D��EOHDN�ZHDULQHVV�RU��E��XQPDVNHG�GHQLDO�� 

$OO�RI�WKLV�VXJJHVWV�WKLV�LV�D�JRRG�WLPH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�MR\� 

7KH�QRWLRQ�SRSSHG�LQWR�P\�KHDG�DV�,�UHFDOOHG�WKH�WLWOH�RI�D�QRZ-DQFLHQW�6WHYLH�:RQGHU�VRQJ���-R\�
,QVLGH�0\�7HDUV���7KH�VLQJHU�UHSRUWV�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�DQRWKHU
V�ORYH�IRU�KLP�KDV�FUHDWHG�KHDOLQJ��
+H�LV�DVWRQLVKHG�WR�GLVFRYHU�D�KLGGHQ�SRZHU�DW�ZRUN��,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�SDLQ��DOLHQDWLRQ��DQG�IHDU��MR\�
KDV�IRXQG�KLP��:KDW�D�SRZHUIXO��VXUSULVLQJ�JLIW� 

7KLV�LV�D�JLIW�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��,�WKLQN��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�RXU�RZQ��IUR]HQ�DQG�FRQVWULFWHG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
6RPHWLPHV�MR\�EXEEOHV�XS�DV�D�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�GHVSDLU��LQ�WKH�DIILUPDWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�ZRUWK\�RI�
VRXQG�PLQG�DQG�JRRG�KHDOWK��2WKHU�WLPHV�MR\�GLVFRYHUV�XV�ZKHQ�*RG�PDNHV�JRRG�RQ�D�KRO\�
SURPLVH��2QFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH��LW�LV�ORYH�WKDW�VSDUNV�MR\��2U�YLFH�YHUVD� 

&XULRXVO\��MR\�FDQ�EXEEOH�XS�LQWR�WKH�ZRUVW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��5HPHPEHU�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO��EDQJLQJ�KLV�
WLQ�FXS�DJDLQVW�WKH�LURQ�EDUV�RI�KLV�SULVRQ�FHOO��DQG�VKRXWLQJ���5HMRLFH�LQ�WKH�/RUG�DOZD\V��DJDLQ��,�VD\�
UHMRLFH����3KLOLSSLDQV�������2U�FRQVLGHU�WKH�RXWUDJHRXV�H[KRUWDWLRQ�RI�EURWKHU�-DPHV���:KHQHYHU�\RX�
IDFH�WULDOV�RI�DQ\�NLQG��FRQVLGHU�LW�QRWKLQJ�EXW�MR\����-DPHV������� 

(LWKHU�WKHVH�WZR�DSRVWOHV�ZHUH�GHOXGHG�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�LV�DIRRW��:KDW�FRXOG�LW�EH"� 

7KHUH
V�D�FOXH�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�DQ�RGG�OLWWOH�YHUVH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��5HIOHFWLQJ�RQ�-HVXV�DQG�KLV�
ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�JR�WR�WKH�FURVV��WKH�ZULWHU�RI�WKH�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�+HEUHZV�VD\V�&KULVW�HQGXUHG�LW��IRU�WKH�
VDNH�RI�WKH�MR\�WKDW�ZDV�VHW�EHIRUH�KLP�����������-R\"�,Q�WKH�IDFH�RI�FUXFLIL[LRQ"�<HV��+RZ"�%HFDXVH�
LW�ZDV�MR\��GHILQHG�DV�D�KLGGHQ�FRQILGHQFH�WKDW�*RG�LV�DOLYH�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�KLV�SXUSRVHV��:KHQ�WKDW�
FRQILGHQFH�FRPHV��ZKHQ�WKRVH�SXUSRVHV�DUH�DVVXUHG��WKH\�VWDQG�WDOOHU�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�VWDQGV�
DJDLQVW�XV�� 

7KHUH�LV�PRUH�WR�EH�VDLG�DERXW�WKHVH�WKLQJV��LI�RQO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�P\VWHULHV��DQG�DV�P\VWHULHV��
WKH\�DUH�HOXVLYH��6XIILFH�LW�WR�VD\�WKDW�MR\�LV�ZKDW�FDUULHV�XV�WKURXJK�WR�DQRWKHU�GD\��,W�LV�WKH�HQJLQH�RI�
WKH�KRO\�VRXO��-R\�LV�ZKDW�VXVWDLQV�XV��ZKDW�FDUULHV�XV�WKURXJK�LPSRVVLEOH�GLIILFXOWLHV��ZKDW�SXVKHV�
XV�IRUZDUG��,Q�WKH�HQG��LW�LV�LQH[SOLFDEOH��$QG�LW�LV�UHDO� 

6R�WDNH�KHDUW��OLWWOH�IORFN��$V�-HVXV�VDLG��LW�LV�*RG
V�GHVLUH�WR�JLYH�\RX�WKH�NLQJGRP��*RG
V�GHVLUH�-�
DQG�*RG
V�MR\� 

:LWK�\RX�LQ�WKH�ZLQWHUV�-�DQG�WKH�VXPPHUV� 

Rev. Bill 
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Thanks! Thanks! Thanks! 
 
Thanks to all of you, Give a Gift to a Stranger, the alternative gift market in the narthex during Advent this 
year, was very successful. We so appreciate the generosity of our church members who made it possible. 
Reaching the Pygmies Ministry received more donations than ever before, with $961.00 collected.  This al-
lowed Christmas gifts to be bought for the Batwa pygmies in Uganda. The economy in Uganda struggled in 
2021 with the effects of the pandemic. The region where the Pygmy settlement and school is located is already 
very poor, and the Batwa are among the poorest of the poor.  The annual Christmas distribution of food, 
household items and clothing was all the more welcome for residents of the settlement. Funds provided by 
members of our church bought a variety of items, including seeds for planting, clothes, mattresses, soap, dish-
es, and farming tools.  

With the ASP chocolates that were purchased, we were able to contribute $166.00 to the local Appalachia 
Service Project, that will use the funds to help purchase supplies for their upcoming mission trips in repairing 
substandard housing in the Appalachia region.  For any of you who contributed to Heifer International or to 
the Presbyterian Giving Catalog, we are confident that your funds will be added to their accounts that help 
needy families and individuals around the world with such things as livestock, water, and health care.  And fi-
nally, you surely helped to make three local refugee families happy with your generous gifts to them at the 
holiday time.  With all three families having just recently resettled in Lackawanna County, their needs are great!  
To each of the newly relocated Afghanistan couples, we delivered a $50 money tree, gift cards from Walmart 
and Boscovs, socks, and a soccer ball. To the Congolese family of 8, we delivered a $50 money tree, Walmart 
and Boscovs gift cards, socks to the parents, and pajamas, socks, coloring & drawing materials and soccer balls 
to the children. Each of the families were most appreciative with wide smiles and words of great thanks. 

           Barbara Decker 

I would like to thank the congregation for their support of the Weinberg NE Regional Food Bank by volun-
teering to pack boxes of food for community members in need. Many more people wanted to go than I was 
allowed to take because of covid guidelines. However, a group of 10 church members went to the packing site 
on Wednesday, December 15, and a group of 11 went on Friday, December 17. We completed 656 boxes of 
food in time for Christmas. 
It is a privilege for me to belong to a church with such caring and dedicated members. I am proud of our com-
mitment to the people in our community. 
           Diane Scheuer 

My Brothers Keeper 

Due to extreme cold, the “My Brother’s Keeper Quilters” will be adding some days to their 
work schedule. In addition to their regular second and fourth Tuesdays, they will meet the 
first and third Thursdays. The time for all gatherings is 10:00 a.m. to noon; the location is 
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to assist. 

Mission and Justice Committee 
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THE W.A.Y. 
The Wednesday Adults and Youth Christian Education 

“I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE” 

 

�ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�zŽƵƚŚ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͘ 
 

Adults:  The WAY continues on Wednesday evenings, with a Bible study at 6:00 p.m. It will be offered in Room 
206 – and on ZOOM. The link for ZOOM will be available in our weekly E-mail and on the church website. 

 
February 2, 9, 16, and 26 – The Bible Tells Me So: Why Defending Scripture Has Made Us 
Unable to Read It, based on the book by Peter Enns.  What if the Bible is fine just the way it is? 
Not a well behaved Bible, where everything lines up and makes sense, but the messy, troubling, 
and weird Bible we actually have? What if the Bible doesn’t need to be protected and defended, 
but understood – just as it is? Perhaps, when we let the Bible be the Bible (rather than what we 
expect it ought to be, or need it to be), we find a deeper faith in the process.  Our winter series on 
Wednesday nights draws on the work of scholar Peter Enns, drawing from his book, The Bible Tells 
Me So which can be ordered from any bookstore. 
 

Two special learning opportunities for February: 
 
· We invite you to revisit our online 21 Day Challenge for Racial Equity. This is an online blog page with 

links to learn more about the roots of racial injustice in America. It will be updated from the version from two 
years ago. Here is the link to the page:  https://21daychallengefpccs.blogspot.com 

 
· Rev. Bill invites you to an online conversation to discuss Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from 

Birmingham Jail.” He has scheduled it on ZOOM for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 22. The link will be 
posted on the church website and the weekly e-mail.  Copies of Dr. King’s letter will be placed in the narthex. 
You can also readily find it online. All are invited to read it before the ZOOM conversation. 

^ŽƵƉĞƌ��Žǁů�^ƵŶĚĂǇ 

^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϯ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝŐ�'ĂŵĞ͙���������
ŝƚ͛Ɛ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŶĞĞĚ͊ 

�Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͕�ŽƵƌ�ǇŽƵƚŚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ďǇ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŽƵƉ�ƉŽƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵďĂƚ�ŚƵŶŐĞƌ͘� 

�ůů�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ƚŚĞ���D�&ŽŽĚ�WĂŶƚƌǇ͘ 

^ĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚĞ͊ 
�ƩĞŶƟŽŶ�Ăůů�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕� 

ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͊ 

DĂƌŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌƐ͙ 

 

s�^�ϮϬϮϮ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŚĞůĚ�:ƵůǇ�ϭϴ�-�ϮϮ 
:ŽŝŶ�ƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ��ŝďůĞ�ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ�ĮůůĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ůĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ŶĞǁ�
ĂŶĚ�ŽůĚ͊��>ŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ͘ 


